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The European powers disapproved the Prince's candidacy and
desired to maintain peace; the English government tried to in-
duce Spain to withdraw the offer. Napoleon personally charged
the King of Belgium to induce the Prince to reconsider his ac-
ceptance. On July 12 the Prince withdrew it by an official
declaration. The matter was thought to be settled. Ollivier
announced that peace was assured, and the public funds rose
2 francs.

But Gramont had already put the question on a new ground
and created a new complication. Convinced that the Hohen-
^ollern prince was only the secret tool of the King of Prussia,
he asked William to forbid the Prince to accept this candidacy,
which was so offensive to France. " No one," he said, " will
believe that a Prussian prince could accept the Spanish crown
without permission from the King, the head of his family. . .
If the King has not given his permission, let him forbid it"
(July 7). The King was taking the water* at Ems; the French
government sent Benedetti there to present the new demand,
The King replied that the matter was no affair of his govern-
ment and that he had no power to forbid the Prince. Gramont,
who felt sure that the King of Prussia made evasive answers
in order to gain time for preparation, wished to oblige him to
unmask; he gave orders to demand a categorical reply. He was
trying to show Europe that Prussia was responsible for this affair
and that France had forced her to draw back. The King, on
the contrary, preserved the attitude of a disinterested spectator;
on July 11 he said that he was waiting for the Prince's reply.

After the renunciation on July 12, Gramont, having no further
ground for demanding a prohibition, wished to obtain from the
King a declaration to satisfy French national honour; in the
Chamber the belligerent Right announced an interpellation on
the securities obtained for the future. The government, there-
fore, sent Benedetti to the King to say that, as the resignation
was not a sufficient reply to'the demands and still less a guar-
antee for the future, the King should promise that he would
not allow the Prince to resume the candidacy. However, the
council of French ministers refused the mobilization proposed
by the minister of war*

The decisive action was taken at Ems on July 13. The King
was in the park- Benedetti came in the morning to communi-
cate to him the request for a guarantee. The King replied:
44 You are asking: a promise without limit of time and for all